1 


HOR "oy 


23 — — — * 


15 
* 


5 >. the AUTHOR. 
3g 


. a 


4 4 


Pg 


Prong 
_ 
225 
— 
— 
— 
F 
"3 
p75 


7 ﬀ 5 "ef > 9 0 
a. © 149 2971 


* # * 7, 


©. 


a4. Py 


e: 
L% 


* 


ww * 
re 


Aal Das ohm ea 3h 


. 


10H 


- 


— — — - —_— 
— p — 


hs 


OG K 6 


N * e "BY 
® 4%% \ 2 1 CC = FA. - and . N . = 1 4p * * 7 3 IN % * * 4 
ere Dr r * 


- 


AH d oct bein; 


* * 


Dod 


* * 4 Aþ 


* 8 . « 40a Tai ” — 
o ** C * 
| ; % | + 
- » 8 
— \ . 4 Y . Y X. * 
* T7 / * - 
L > * 9 


* 


„ 8 25 * . * K * 9 
N ** 2 20 1 8 14 — 2 a | 

nit born | 8 
4 5 N * 4 2 | * 


* 18 lern U 211 9 * 2 10 18 David A "of: 
eiii © 241: i97 441) 0 14 Fo! cl 1 O03 Au 
pen 71 o Ss al "oy r 7 91 37 n 45 381! 59% 12 
12 10, 29.3.3 3603 DAB + + 4 z „bann 


rio. 


74 bertmias TY "54+ 2019 b 4 ; 
127 7 


INTRODUG 


8 Cities by Profen att (ot etrively 
6 free froth Partiality in the Ji ents 
they pals upbn-the Productions of theit 
-\Contempotarics, I have often thought a 


wr we 7 tlie Public an Inſight into 
| 1 dern — 3 and then 


4 
n e e Keely 
205 1 * The Utinty of ſuch a 


in a0 fel iratiget Light,” When we 

| lat the Reviewers, whoſe Bufinefs it is to 

bes he een of Readers, have rather made 

it their Endeavour to miſlead their Süſe, àd Noe 

thing can be more evident than that in the Judg- 

ments which they paſs upon Books, they are bur 

too often influenced by the Name of the Author or 

the *Publiſher. In the following Treatiſe I have en- 

deavoured to ſhew myſelf ſtrictly impartial ; and 

| this I could do the more eaſily, as I have no Con- 

| nection with any of the Authors whoſe Works 1 

\ criticiſe; and muſt of Conſequence be free from any 

| Prejudice. in their Favour, or the contrary... 

| I intend, however, to deviate from the uſual Prac- 

tice of Critics, who ſeem to have inverted the Max- 

im of the Civilians, and to think that if they = "i 

„ 1 on the Side of 
2 


Severity. 


F 
Severity. In the Cburte of "this Work: I have all 


along obſerved a 1 Conduct, making it a 


Rule to dwell more u e Beauties of Au- 
chor, than upon his . as I have-atways ob- 
ſerved that the ignorant and narrow - minded are moſt 
ready at finding Faults, and that Crities of real Diſ- 
0 75 ion in HH 
upon the Blemi a 1 uſt as truly- 
— Men wp. readieſt Kg excut excuſe * Frailties 
of human Nature. I do not, however, flatter myſelf 
that every Author who peruſes the following Ely 
will be ſatisfied with the Manner in which be 
treated in it, as he that, adheres ſtrictly tg” 

can never expect to leaſe every Body. 1 l. 
however, take particular Care to avoid all 5 * 
Reflections (a. Precaution which has on. 


$44.00 


any _— + Sug or +" ay of Men, I al ag 
Leave to remind ſuch as may be offended by the 
Liberties taken with their Writings, of the. Juſtneſs | 
of that antient Maxim, Amicus Plate, amicus n. 
e e verilas. IF. 
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; 7 Hisronrcar and Cnrmrens 
A © 0 0 . N 1 
. or THE. | 
LIVING WRITERS of 
 GnnaT-BRITAIN. OI 


Dr. 10 UNO. 


Shall place Dr. Edward Young at the Heal of 
my Lift of modern Authors, tho he may nat 
Hy gr any be looked upon as an Author of the 


_Stoift, Gay, pt hen hw te rm Rowe, Prior, &c. Moſt 


of his Works were publiſhed in the Reigns of Quern 


Ane or George I. yet thoſe which he has lately fa- 
voured the Public with, ſufficiently Thew that his 
advanced Age has not in the leaſt diminiſhed the 


having been Contemporary with Pope, 


Fire of his Genius. His Night Thoughts may — | 


be ranked amongſt the firſt-rate. poctical 
D10ns, tho it mult be owned, 8 


”—_— __ 
* 3 


r | | > 6 1 
2 5 equal, and that tho they contain many moſt beau- - 
| | poor and ſublime Paſſages, there are ſome to be met 
with in them which are altogether flat and inſipid. 
The Trag:dy of The Brothers, wrote by our Author, 
was played about nine Years ago, and the Doctor, 
1 who is remarkable for Ris Generoſity among other 
| - © © fhining Qualities, ceded the Profits ariſing from the 
1 3 to the Players. Tbis Picre is in a 
„ | great Meaſure taken from the Mitbridates of the 


| 

I celebrated Racine ” hd is not — t Mori 22 not 
I equal to the othe of 

3% The laſt new Production — De Young's i is a 2 
a” wo original Compoſition, 


Treatiſe entitled, 


addreſſed to the Author of Sir "c arles Grandiſon. 


Me rh cbt on upon Al Miko m4 Fed 


f ers the Critic's — area ore age the Poet's 


Fire. The other Productions of our Author ſhew 
dim do be poſſeſſed of a Talent for various different 
5 Sorrs-of- In Satire he muſt be ac · 
| [ +, Knowleged.to hold the next Place to Mr. Pope, nay, 
„ de would be doubtleſs thought to equal him, if the 
/ * of his Numbers did but come up to the 
; is of his Cenſures, and the Vivacity o 4 


he Tragedy of the Reven e Thews him t 
| } . Aer ol the Ne and is 1 . 175 e beſt: Pi 
„ ſented upon the Engli ſb. Stage. 5 ver, 
3 8 he. allowed to give my own pinion,” . . 
= 4 0x ruple to Eons, Efitate "op 2 
. , fe to be his | LITRES Piece. A and I» 
. oughts equally ining A and di 55 
. * - rere leaſt inferior Hab ce ae 
| ſitzons of Seneca, to whom our Author ſcems 3 ov 
2 flrong Reſemblance. His vein pol the lat D 
. "Y _aboands with the Sublime, as that 1 1 7 Fate 
( = e with — Iris _ 


3 -* ; : a7 X 
i” > 
"I 
92 4 * : 
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e t this Author, fol excelled. in 'almo 
2 de of Eloquence, ſhould be defectixe ana 
Elocution being faid to deli 
ſes in a Manner alto Nat unaffecting. With Re- 
fen to his private N he 1 , Cale have Met 
ong Paſſions (as is generally the wit 
of Gbbius) but . Defect, © it be one, is abundaat-. | 
ITED . by his univerſal ann 8 


20k 23 | * 
2 W. JORNSON. 


1 M. A. after hayiog ſtudied at Ou. 

8 or ſome Time 3 private Academy. at 
1 5 & by. Nature endowed with. a. 
Genius which hes $i to have bee been born 0 inſtruct 
Mankind, and not tea back 9— he dame to London, 
where he ſoon acquired a diſtinguiſhed Character in 
the Republic of Letters. That excellent Collection 


of Eſſays, which, he publiſhed in periodical Papers. 
under the Title of The Rambler, would be ſufficient. 
to immortalize his Name. It i 5 by many (and in 


my Opinion not without Reaſon) preferred to the 
SPerrator | and indeed, if it Was only equal to it 
(which it is univerſally allowed: t9 be] it would re- 
fleft the higheſt Honour u 1 * its Author; for be 
that alone has eempoſed a Work equal in Merit to 
ay roduced by : »Coalition of the brighteſt Geniuſes, 
dubtleſs worthy of the higheſt Encomiums, . 
Mr. Johnſon has likewiſe compoſed 1 Work 
of the ſame. Kind, entitled, The Idler. This, tho” 
. to moſt of the Productions of other modern 
— Writers, does not v7 the Rambler, and ſe- 
veral of the Papers, which turn upon Subjects be- 
fore treated in the latter, tho' in different Words, 
give Room to think, that the Author had almoſt 


wer his own © Diſcour- - 


[3 

1 exhatſted his Stock of Subjects in the firſt Work. 
But Mr. Jobnſon's Genius is as various as prolific ; 
| 1 ya. does not _ 2, Reputation 3 an e 
| rom one Species of Compoſition. is Tragedy of 
| 7 Irene, though it was played without Succeſs lk. 
ö 


* the true Spirĩt 8 Poetry, and is allowed by all 
1 icious Critics to be the elt that has been wrote | 
1 | theſe laſt twenty Years. As this Piece is not now 
ly known, I ſhall beg Leave to cite one Paſ- 
8 of it, as a Proof of the Truth of what I have 
| vanced, and a Specimen of this Author's Genius 
i | 


for Poetry. At a Meeting of Conſpirators, one of 
| | which is known to be deeply in Love with a certain 
I Lady, an old Viſir reproaches the Lover with pro- 
| 155 poſing a Meaſure favourable to the Intereſt of his 

2 aſſion, tho* it ran counter to the Dictates of Rea- 
1 fon ; whereupon the amorous ne makes 
the following ſpirited Reply. 


i Haſt thou grown old en 
: And turn'd the inſtructive Page of human Life, 
WE To cant at laſt of Reaſon to a Lover? + _ 
1 Know'ſt thou not yet, when Love invades the Soul, 
That all her Faculties receive its Chains ? | 
That Reaſon yields Submiſſion to its Empire, 
Or elſe but ſtruggles to be more enſlay'd ?” 


A little lower he ſpeaks of Reaſon i in the follow- 
ing Terms. 


«© Reaſon, the hoary Dotard, that to ſhun 
The Rocks of Life, muſt « ever miſs the Port.“ 


Nothing can be more ſtrong and pathetic than 
the Exclamations made by the Emperor pol bein 
| 22 9 informe 


P * 


to 1 2 
Ch: 1 Irene, whom he paſſionately loved, 
had been put to en -pardcularly the ings + 


& Sten Beauty, Sweetneſs, Worth were cheaply | 


bought 
With half the groveling Slaves that lodd the Earth.” 


"Beſides: this tragedy" Mr. Jobliſow- has wrote 


Poem entitled London, which gave high Satisfaction 
to all Perſons of Taſte. About three Years ago he 


publiſhed Raſſilas, Prince of Abyſſinia, a Novel in the 


oriental Way, a Speries of Writing, which is near 
of Kin to Poetry, arid in which Mr: Jobnſon is al- 
lowed to ſurpaſs all Engliſ Authors. The Life of 
Salvage, wrote by him, is looked upon as a Maſter- 
piece of Biography, and ſhews that he is poileſſed of 
conſiderable Talents for writing Hiſtory, tho' he 
has hot thought proper to attach himſelf to that 


W Branche'6f Literature. To conclude Mf. Jobn/on's 


Character as an Author, he is endowed with a Ge- 
fins at once both penetrating and ſublime : The 
Sagacity of his Criticiſms ſufficiently proves his Pe- 
netration ; xhe noble Enthuſiaſm taat runs through 
his allegorical and oriental Compoſitions equally de- 


monſtrates his Turn to the ſublime. From theſe - 


Wo Qualities united, we may reaſonably expect 
chat His Commentary upon Sbakeſpear will do Juſtice 
to that gfeat Author e has hitherto ſuffered fo 
much — With Regard to lt. Jeb 
private Character, lie ſeems to be ay n po 
whey ar wag that 


11990 — 


an auler g Hep but of true Deſert nb 


Lure found the Head, but comes not to the Hear 


ns 6 
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tachment to Religian, whi 


L 10 1 

Not contented with ſurpaſſing * Men in Ge- 
nius, he makes it his Study to ſurpaſs them in Vir- 
tue, and all that — and that ſincere At- 


ſhine thro' his Wri- 
tings, are equally conſpicuous in his Life. Though 
by no Means in Affluence, he is always ready to 


aſſiſt the indigent ; and being of a truly philoſophi- 


cal Diſpoſition, he is ſatisfied with a . 
tho“ by the Superiority of his en — 8 
have og ſince made a dl 7 GT Theme: 


* 1 te 


Mr. LOCKMAN-. 


Hs Gentleman, tho' he has 8 bim- 
ſelf chiefly to Tranſlation and Compilation, 


- . 


may be juſtly conſidered as a more uſeful Writer 


than many who compoſe; original Pieces. As he 
has reſided ſeveral: Years in France, i he is as 
thoroughly acquainted with the Language as 2 
Native, and muſt of Conſequence be much more 


equal to the Taſk of tranſlating, than moſt of thoſe 


who undertake it. His Hiftory of the Inquifition is a 
Work equally uſeful and entertaining, as it is com- 
piled from authentic Memoirs, and fully diſplayͤs 
thoſe Myſteries of Iniquity, which have rendered 
that bloody Tribunal odious to all whoſe Eyes are 
not darkened by the Miſts of Bigotry. His Hiſtory 


. by may of Nueſtim and Anfever, is a 


Work of che higheſt Utility, being the beſt calcu- 
lated to introduce young Perſons to the; Knowledge 
of the Hiſtory of their own Country, of any Thing 
of the Kind ever publiſhed. ' As Mr. Lockmap is the 
Author of a conſiderable Number of Works of this 
Nature, it would be unneceſſary to enumerate them 
all ; I ſhall therefore conclude this Article with the 
Mention 


* [ ti 1 | | | 
Mention of one which ſhould not be paſſed over in 


uſeful Knowledge, and is admirably calculated to 

ive young Perſons a juſt Idea of the Manners and 
Cuſtoms of different. Nations, without which the 
Study of Geography is altogether dry and inſipid. 
The Work I mean is the Voyages of the Feſuits, 


tranſlated from Les Lettres edifiantes & curieuſes, 
ecrites des Miſſions etrangeres, par les Miſftonaires de 


la Compagnie de Feſus. This Work deſerves the par- 
ticular Attention of the Publick, becauſe, as our 
Author juſtly obſerves in his Preface, no Men are 
better qualified to deſcribe Nations and Countries 
than the Jeſuits. Their Education, their extenſive 


Learning, the Pains they take to _ the Lan- 


guages of the ſeveral Regions they vifit ; the Oppor- 
tunity they have by their Skill in the Arts and Sci- 


M ; ences, 4s well as by their inſinuating Addreſs, to 


glide into Courts, where Acceſs is often denied to 
all but themſelves. - Their Familiarity with the In- 
habitants; their mixing with, and often very long 


Abode among them; all theſe Particulars muſt ne- 


ceſſarily give the Jeſuits a much more perfect Inſight 
into the Genius and Character of a Nation, than 
others who viſit Coaſts only, and that merely upon 


Account of Traffick, or from other lucrative Mo- 


tives. 
Dr. SMOLLET. 


He was a Sea Surgeon at the Time of the Ex- 


1 Cartbagena. It does not appear that he ö 
ad ever much Practice as a Phyſician. © The firſtt 
Work by which he acquired Reputation in the wh | | 

a | 2 D 


Silence, as it contains à Treaſure of curious and 


Obias Smollet, M. D. is a Native of Scotland. tg 


* 


* 
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n! 

ublic of Letters, was his Romance of Roderick 
andom, which muſt be acknowledged to be the beſt 
Work of the Kind in our Language, next to thoſe 
of the late "ingenious Mr. Fielding. He after this 
publiſhed the Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, which, 


tho' it is wrote with ſome Spirit, has been Juſtly | 


cenſured, becauſe it in the Incidents bears too ſtrong 
a2 Reſemblance to Roderick Random; as alſo, be- 
cauſe the Account given in it of the Manners and 
Cuſtoms of the French in many Particulars deviates 
from the Truth. Count Fathom, another Romance 
of the Doctor's, ſeems to be ſuperior to the fore. 
going. The Hiftory of England, which is his Maſe 
ter-piece, entitles him to a Place amongſt Authors 
of the firſt Rank, as it is but doing Juſtice to ſay of 
it, that it is the beſt Hiſtory of Eng/and that ever 
was wrote. It is a ſtrong Proof of its Merit, that it 
has been tranſlated into all the Languages of Eu- 
rope. The Doctor, encouraged by his Succels, 
continues to give a Continuation of it; but ſome have 
complained, that the Continuation falls ſhort of the 
firſt Part. No Author has been concerned in a 
greater Variety of Publications than Dr. Smollet, as 
indeed no Author has a greater Variety of Talents. 
He is not, however, univerſal, having attempred 


dramatic Poetry, and failed in it. He wrote a 

Tragedy called the Regicide, which was never acted, 
and a Farce called the Tars of Old 2 which 
was acted at Drury-Lone without Succeſs. 


FT muſt be acknowledged, for the Honour of 


Scotland, that it has in the preſent Age produced 


more Men eminent for having aultivated Literature 


with 


ME: | 
with Succeſs, than, either Grea#-Britain or Ireland, 
David Hume, Eig. who. refletts io high an H 

upon that Country- of which he wo Native, 
. formerly Secretary: to Lord Albemarle, when 


ſador at the Court of France. As an Author, h 

he muſt be allowed to poſſeſs a conſiderable Shate gf 
Merit. His Eſſays are equally elegant and profqung 

but they have been Sreatly cenſured on | pa 27 
the Vein of Scepticiſm, which runs through them, 
Thoſe, however, who confider them as rks' of 
Genius, cannot deny thtm Praiſe, tho they are cer; 
tainly rather ſuperficial in ſome Places. In Hiſtory 
this Author comes the neareſt to Dr. Smollet; in 
one Reſpect he even deſerves to be preferred to him 
his Obſervations are much more ſagacious and pro- 
found; but his Manner is not equally 2 
nor his Style equally pleaſing. . 


pr. GOLDSMITH... 


HIS Gentleman was born in dreland.. He 
| | | ſtudied Phyſic at Leyden, and took the Degree 
of r at Edinburgh. He has wrote many Trga, 
tiles, which have met with uniyerſal Approbatign. 
His Eſay on the preſent State of polite Learning in all 
Parts of Europe, at once does Honour to his T. 
and Genius. His miſcellaneous Colle&ion of 
ſays, publiſhed under the Title of the Bee, was 
greatly admired, both on Account of the El 
of the Stile, in which it is wrote, and the Variety of 
entertaining Articles which it contains. But the 
Chineſe Letters, firſt publiſhed in the Ledger, in 
Numbers, and ſince republiſhed in Volumes, under 
the Title of the Citizen of the World, are, of all the 
Productions of this Author, thoſe that do the high- 

Cn; | c 
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eſt Honour to his Genius, as they muſt be acknow- 
Fedged by every Reader free from the Influence of 
Prepoſſeſſion, to be but little inferior to the Perflan 
Zetters of the celebrated Monteſquieu. To conclude 
Dr. Goldſmiths Character as an Author, it muſt be 
acknowledged, that whilſt he is ſurpaſſed by few of 
his Contemporaries with Regard to the Matter which 
his Writings contain, he is ſuperior to moſt of them 
in Style, having happily found out the Secret to 
unite Elevation with Eaſe, a Perfection in Lan- 


- guage, which few Writers of our Nation have at- 


rained to, as moſt of thoſe who aim at Sublimity 
ſwell their Expreſſions with Fuſtian and Bombaſt, 
whilſt thoſe who affect Eaſe, degenerate into Fa- 
miliarity and Flatneſs. 8 N 


Mñprofeſſus grandia turget, 
Serpit bumi tutus nimium timiduſque procellæ. 
f ö Hon. de Arte poetica. 


Dr. HAW EES WORT H. 


Is Author has a pretty taſte for Poetry, as 
appears from his Songs and Oriental Tales ; 

— pieces, which, tho* wrote in Proſe, contain ſo 
much of the poetical Spirit, that no one but a Poet 
can fucceed in compoſing them. His Hiſtory of 
Almoran and Hamet, publiſh'd not long ſince, is not, 
however, equal to his Oriental Tales printed in the 
Adventurer, a periodical Paper of great Merit; 


tho ir may be juſtly reproached with one conſiderable 


Defect; the Author has fo carefully copied the 
Stile of Mr. Jobnſon, that the Imitation cannot 
but be obvious to every body. It is with Authors 


Manner 


as with Players; thoſe who too fervilely copy the 


tia 1 
Manner of another, however excellent in itſalf, 
will never pleaſe: For as the Tone and Geſtures, of 
one Player may no more fit another than his Cloaths, 


„ 


ſo the ſtile of one Author, when aſſumed by ano- 


ther, muſt always have ſomething conſtrain d and 


unnatural. Tis remarkable that ſuch Authors as 
have been moſt ſucceſsful in copying the Stile of 


others, have ſeldom diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by che 


Excellence of their own; and that ſuch Players, as 
have the greateſt Talent for Mimickry, have ſel- 
dom been eminent for their Performance when they 
played in propriã perſond: Strader is an Inſtance of 
the Truth of the firſt Part of this Obſervation; 
Eaſteourt and Mr. F——4#e of the Truth of the 


«OUSD Z 101 2 h 


een on, +1 W þ 
. 2-4 Ser. CO LEM ANN. 


Size = - 23 . KI F | 
Ils Gentleman is Author of a Comedy Dr 
led Tie Fealous Wife, by all Means the beſt 
that has appeared ſince the Suſpicious Huſlaum, to 
Which it bears a ſtrong Reſemblance in the Lan- 
guage, Characters, and Incidents; and ſeems in- 
deed do have been intended as a Counterpart to it. 
Mr. Coleman was moreover concerned in, writing a 
periodical Paper called the Connoiſſeur, in Conjunc: 
tion with Mr. Thornton. | 
ee oi wn 
nad; 8 1; 6&4 nur! 451 358 
Mr. BICKERST AF R. 


T r is the Author of Thomas and. 
o 
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Sally, or, The Sailor's Return, the © 
Fudith, and ſome other Works of the ſame 
Kind ; which pleaſe with the Aſſiſtance of Muſic, 

compoſed 


ww \- 4 
' 
- 


'f is 
= oſt by | Df? e who id his chief Patroh. 
2 is remarkable fot writing Songs — 
of Hümdur; both in Verſe and Profe. 
has: re AM Ati admitable Knack at pang 
- the Seiſe and Manner of the celebrated Stor, 
Siofy sud Boaſt of Hehn; in which Country this 
ius Gentleman was likewiſe born. — 
ſuch! Examples as theſe we may uſtly fen dn 
Truth 6f'thar Obſervation of a 
— p0f 5, et 85 ines; ook 
Verden . purrig e 5 e NIN 
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Mr. CLELAND. 4201023 


Gentleman of no mean Abilities for Compo- 
ſition, whether in Verſe or Proſe. He is 
uthor of the Memoirs of a Coxcomb— a Romance. 


te with® ſome Elegance; and of the IE 

4 — Pleafurt Which tho' juſtly [cenſi 
igid Morals, muſt be ations to be the 
bra and the moſt Pictureſqte of any Work 
of the Kind; not exeepting that of Hern 
the velebrated Dialogves of Mfeurfus! Mr. C 
Ras beet not unjuſtly cenſured for the Affectation 
big Stile, in particulet for adopting tony foreign 
Idioms. It may not be improper fon the Rea 
der that this Gentleman is the Son of Colonel Cleland; 
better known for his Intimacy wah Mr. Zope, than 
| e Eis .. I | 
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Connoiſſeur, which was „ell reed by = Ry 

though it turns entirely upon trivial treat 

* trivial Manner, but with fone BATTER — 
If, 
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HIS Author by no Mine HOES of 
Humour or Talent for Comedy, as is evident 


from many Pieces which he has obliged the Public 
with. The Man of Taſte, The Author, The Knights, 


and The Minor, are ſome of the moſt remarkable of 
theſe. It is wich Pleaſure I hear that he is how en- 
7 in a Tranſlation of the beſt comic Pieces of 

French, a Work which would greatly contribute 
to improve our natidnal Taſte, and for which alia 
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3 he was greatly admired as a Player. Tho? 
the natural Weakneſs of his Powers might render 


F..- Execution defective. ebrtain it is, that no Man 1 


better underſtands the Arts of ſpeaking and 


than be. His Lectöres ma 3 be of de cen ke 


tity "to'thofe who art deſirous of improving it O- 
oO TUO... WO! 447 - -Tatory. 
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HIS r in \Conjundion wich Mr 
Coleman, wrote a peri — Pablicy 


Gentleman is a-Native of icin in *which - 
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| with Humour; and: are 


+4 13 3 
ratory. He wrote long ſince a Farce entitled, 
Captain O'Blunder, en Pant from the Mon- 
fieur de Pourceaugnac of e; it has never been 
acted , wachen. ai ns — 
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re aw Mr; 102 2 * 
* 18 ea 18 a 4 Native — Eiland, [ah 
a Player likewiſe. He wrote three Trage 


dies, viz. Charles I. Scander . and Re 4 
None of theſe Pieces are now d; the firſt was 


prohibited by Lare ren 2 21H 
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befiA ever appeared, 10 755 
— bas given e of Geniu or 
ting, that it ſee he. would hay 
ee amongſt Tere Ars, had bis Bulline 
afforded him ſufficient Leiſure to coltivate his 


lents for Compoſition. His Prologues — 
in a Stile e 


Keen and pictureſque. s Farces are ſome of 

we have upon the Stag, and moſziy n 

in the Freue Tuſte. 25s £ ei RY 

Bü wales at 214 Iz 2237 v1 mob yak 
lian 281 


bs ifs, an 21 | 
rage 17 114 8 M u R b A . pe 5 ug 


#4 5 


R RTHUR MURPHY vit 
obtained the Title of 


| agg being 
— Admittance into the Inns of do ef c- 


count of his my. appeared _ the Stage. — 


Dr Gn TI nR” 


fore he commenced A * he 3 a periodical Pa- 
75 entitled. Che l Journal. juſt before 
he quitted the Stage, he wrote his Farct of the 4p» 
prevtice ; which was acted with ſome Applauſe. His 
next Attempt was 4 Farce called The Upholfzrer 3 
which, tho? better wrote than the former, had but 
indifferent ſucceſs. His Tragedy of the. Orphan of 
Ching bas not been played — ſince it's firſt 
Run. It is without Doubt greatly! inferior to Mont, 
de Palnaises un de la Chins. His Deſert [fland; 
tho? a pretty dramatic Poem, was but ill received 
by the Public. The Pieces by Which he has ac- 
quired moſt Reputation, are The. Way to keep bim, 
All in the Wrong, and The Old Maid, all of which 
are in a great Meaſure taken from the French. Mr; 
Murphy was educated at the Feſuits College at St. O. 
mar. Before he dedicated himſelf to the Muſes, 
he was Clerk to a Merchant at Cort in 1reland, 
n — was your? 200 afterwards a mv in 
oleman-ſtreet. Not any great Inclin 
to 2 mercantile Way of Life, b. he — 
thor and Actor. In the latter Capacity he was al- 
er unſucceſsful; in the former he met "ith 
ucceſs at leaſt equates His N 51. 69 
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H E Rev. 1 Sterne, M. we havi 
ſ for a long Time lived in Obſcurity at wks 
which Cicy he was Prebendary, at length re- 
Pair d to che Metropolis; where he diſtinguiſh'd 
mſelf in the literary World, with an Eclat of 
which there have been but few Examples. His 
Succeſs was owing to an Accident, by which ſome 


Authors would have been altogether * | 
AM. | 


C2 
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could conſtantly keep up to the Humour with which 
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He bad offer'd to ſell the, Copy of 7 rifiram Shandy 
to a Bookſeller at Tor for 50%. the Bookſeller not 
being willing to give that Sum for it, he ſet out 
for London; where Mr. Dedſſey dealt: with, him. for 
his Work; by which both he and the Author were 
conſiderable; Gainers. The latter indeed made his 
Fortune by it, as it conciliated to him the Favour 
of all the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom. To 
the Succeſs of this Performance he owed that Sub- 
- feription for his Sermons publiſned with the Title 
of the Sermens of Torict: Which ſnews that No- 
blemen are not always remiſs in rewarding Merit. 
It muſt be acknowledged that theſe Diſcourſes are 
not inferior to any extant. With Regard to the 
Romance of Tr:/tram Shandy, tho' it is the 

of many good Judges, that it had much greater 
Succeſs than it deſerves, it is by no means deſtitute 
of Humour. It is obvious that the Author. pro- 
poſed the extravagant Work of the famous Rabelais 
a8 his Model, as the Characters a "PP proach almoſt. to 
Caricaturas, and the Drollery of the Stile to Inde: 


' Exncy:- The four laſt Volumes are generally 


thought to fall ſhort of: the two firſt; and indeed 
it ſeems ſomewhat abſurd to continue a "Work of fo 
ludicrous a Nature ſo long, even if the Author 


he = out at firſt ; for as ada juſtly 3 
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It is not amiſs to deviate from Gray Ear 
5 to trifle ſometimes, but i it is +.vrong. to d 
e been we ws! 39d und s 1 id 
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HE Reverend Nr de Churchill art FR 
his Talent fot Poetry by writin 

4 1 Satire upon the Players. — — 
of this Poem . de upon him ſome ſevere 
Reflexioris from the Critical Reviewers, he, in Re 
» publiſhed the Apology z wherein he has f _ | 
thoſe Gentlemen as little as he before did the 


ers. His 2 Rs is ani dut in ſome Places 
" [ » 10 * 1 7 . AHA 
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THIS Gentleman was formerly Uſher to V- 

minſter agr-pl He has publiſh'd a Miſcella- 
MEOUS Colletion of Po ems by Subſcription ;, of which 
E. may prope nd ſay what Martial has ſaid of his 


igrams, dam bona, ſunt multa — | 
for Shes Gels "The Roſciad having been fathẽ | 


upon him, he declared earth; by Advertiſement, 


not to be the Author of it, and 1 
wrote an Epiſtle to Mr. Churchill. * 


Mr. DE R RICE 


HIS Gentleman is a Native of Dublin. He 
bas publiſh'd A Colleftion of Poems, and ſome 
other little Pieces.” Altho' he is rally known 
by the Appellation of Derrick the — it does not 
ſeem in the leaſt probable that he is ſo called by 
Way of Eminence. He not 2 


( 22 

an Edition of Dryden's Works, in four Volumes, 
Octavo. If he has any Chance for Immortality, 
he muſt owe it to his OM. e to 
that of ſo . a Poet. 
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or Straws, or Grubs, or Poul or . 5 
The The, we know, are neither rich or a, 
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HIS Gentleman is Author of an elegant Poem 
in blank Verſe, entitled, Leonidas, and of the 


— 4 of Barbaroſſa; which was acted with ſome 
WY ; J vlt , nete D 2171P 
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aid 1% 1 

ur HOR of an admired Poem in Bak 

Verſe, entitled, The Pleaſures of Imagination. 

This, Subject has been moe borne treated in Proſe 
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UTHOR of a beat dit 15 
A titled, e dn e 2 
— Lare, a Poem which, in 55 laces 
— oency, 0 a: 414A xz "yd 
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As Mr. Whitehead is Poet Laureat, his Genius 
can hardly be called in Queſtion; though we 
have had ſome Inſtances of Laureats who have been 
far from being the beſt Poets of their Age. Mr. 
Whitehead has wrote Satires with great Succeſs : his 
ies of Geaſa and the Roman Faller 
with ſome Spirit and Elegance; but it is 
vivus that the latter is a Tranſiktion from the Na- 
Tatts of Peter Corviellle, With Regard to the Byrd. 
Oaes compoſed” by Mr. Whitebeat;'ic rem pro- 
Je that they-will never reach Foſterity. Our Mo- 
5 muſt truſt e Flifto or Praiſe ;-:forichole 
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ann Prafefſor of Greek at 


Rey. Me of Oed. His Tranſlation of 
beet . „anch elegant, and extrems- 
well e inks fe fach' as attach themſelves 


the Study of the Humanities with 'aTafſte(for 
A Beings. of the Greek tragic Poets; which a 
ſent bit littie known. This Gentleman has 
ll ud to tranſlate all the poetical Works of 
Voltaire and it is evident from thoſe ies of 
_ wie pert Author which he has already tranſ- 


= 1 24 ] 
Jobnſon; in which he treats Mr. Franklin with great 
Severity. It is remarkable that in the Advertiſe- 


ment prefixed to this Poem, the Author compares 
himſelf to Dogan, and Mr. Franklin to Parſon 
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ele bas wrote two e poems with MM 
ruſes;/ after the Manner of the. Ancients, . 
. Frida. ant Garafiaces, ,' The former is a very 
Hal, Poem, and. ite inforjor d dds Samſon 
of. Milton. Mr. Maſon has; an uncommo 
Aon Imitation s as appears from feyeral F aer 5 
this, Piece 3 in - which be has 3 cap 

Stile both of. Shakeſpear. and Miltun, and rn 
Monody on the Death of Mr. Pope; in from, 
has in a very maſterly Manner co nr cop the Stiles of 
Chaucer, Spenſer, Milton, and Pope himſelf. 
Iris a Loſs to the Public that this entleman who 
ſcems 10 have great Talents for dramatic r 

\ Four 


Tru 8. . 1 likewife. a ele of 


has not thought proper to adapt his Pieces 
„as, notwithſtanding all he has 20 v 
of t Dorn of Antiqui ity, it appears to 

s Defret than a Perfection in 2 224 85 co 
never take either in France or England, 


er made 40 dye n. 9 25 
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that . is one of the grea Frophecks Divines foul 
Irving. His Diſſertations upon the Pr 
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[; 1 3 
him to be poſſeſſed of * Learning and un- 
common Penetration, hd mult be Acknowledged to 
be the beſt Book ever wrote upon this abſtruſe 
Subject, tho? it had befote been treated by the re. 
wal Sir . r rd 
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©" By CHANDLER 


Diſſenting Miniſter, of extenſiye Learning, who 
has acquired great Reputation by the many 
2 upon religious Subjects, which he has pub- 
liſheg. | He is ect Maſter of the Hebrew, toge⸗ 
ther with the Chaldte and Syriac Diale&s ; a Know- 
ledge which but few Divines can boaſt” of being 
of, altho' it is an eſſential Part of the 
Science of Theology. Dr. Chandler has lately pub- 
liſhed a Book, entitled, An Anſwer to the Hiſtory of ©. 
the Man after God's own Heart, which is univerſal 
o Ch to have done the moſt, Service to the Cap 
er of any Boak chat ever was wrote. 
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T HE We” "Mr. Laws Barron | is. a Dicken 
iter Ji Kemps was educated at the 
e Wo FG . 68 he diſtinguiſhed him- 
Nig — e net in all Sorts of Academi- 
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he left it, and Toon diftinguiſhed himſelf by an un- 
common Talent for Preaching. He is the Author 

of a Work, in three Volumes, 12mo, entitled, 4 
Cordial for low Spirits; and of another, in 2 Volumes, 

12mo, which was intended as a Supplement to the 

former, and is called the Pillars of Prięſtcraft and 

Orthodoxy ſhaken, A Vein of Humour runs through 

both theſe Works, in which the Author has at once 

levelled .the Batteries of Argument and. Sarcaſm 
againſt Prelacy, which, he ſays, is 4 Hydra, that 
royed a Peſtilence to all Religion and Government. 

[tis not my Province to determine whether the Prin- 

ciple he maintains is juſt or no; but certain it is, 

that he maintains it with great Spirit and Pleaſantry . 
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©\FFAHIS Gentlenian is a Native of Ireland; h 
for ſome Time ſtudied. the Law, but he did 
not think proper to attach himſelf entirely "to it. 
He acquired great Reputation by his Vindication of 

- Natural Society, in which he copied the Stile of the 

late Lord Bolingbroke with ſo much Exactneſs, that 
it was by many taken for a poſthumous, Work 

Hor that Nobleman. His Eſay upon the ſublime ahd 

beautiful is extremely ingenious ; but the Maxims 
he lays down are not always exactly juſt. He has 
advanced, that whatever 'excites Terrot ifl the 
Mind, is connected with an Idea of the ſublime}? 
but he is herein, evidently miſtaken.” A Gibbet is 
an Object that excites Terror in the Mind, but it is 
pry far from being connected with an Idea of the 
ublime. ” Wes | * a y AIRED. &2 
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The EARL, of CORK. 


Obn Boyle,' Farl of Cork, is one of the few Noz 

blemen who look upon Literature as worthy of 
the Attention of the Great. His Letters upon tbe 
Life and Death of the celebrated Dr. Swift are wrote 
in. a Stile equally eaſy and elegant, and contain cu- 
rious Anecdotes of the Life of that Author, as well 
as juſt Criticiſms upon his Works. His Tranſſal ion 
of Pliny's Epiſtles is excellent, being entirely free 
trom that Stiffneſs and Pedantry, which are the 
principal Defects of the Original. His Commentary 
abounds with Erudition and good Senſe. 


Lord LITTLETON. 


Ord Littletgn has received from Nature a Talent 
both for Poetry and Proſe. His Treatiſe upon 

the Conver/ion of St. Paul is equally remarkable for 
Strength of Argument, and Elegance of Stile. His 
Poems, moſt of which have been publiſhed in Mr. 
Dodſley's Miſcellaneous Collection, diſcover. a fine 
Tafte, and a good Ear. His Maſterpiece is a Col- 
lection of Dialogues of the Dead, publiſhed not long 
ſince. In this Work, tho' he does not equal La- 
cian, he is certainly greatly ſuperior to Monſ. De 
Fontenelle, or any of his Imitators. | 
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Mrs. ARABELEA LENO. 
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Mr. DO PDS J. E x. 


R. Robert Dodſiey, an eminent Bookſeller, 

Mr. Pope perceiving him to be poſſeſſed of a Ge- 

nius, 5 him under his Patronage. He has wrote 

ſome Farces, which diſcover à Vein of true Humour; 

the. Miller of Mansfield ; the Toy-Shop, &c. He 

has alſo wrote ſome very pretty Poems, and Cleone,. 

a Tragedy, the Plan of which was an by 
Mr — P 7 IM p43 ' 
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N emmiHene Bookſeller likewiſe. He is Author 
of High) Life below Stairs, and Polly Honey- 
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T HIS Lady wrote the Female Quixote, 2 Rs. 
mance, which i is full of Humour and entertain- 
ing Incidents, and, in the Opinion of the late in 
nious Mr. Fielding, not much inferior to the | 
Nuixote of the celebrated Cervantes. She has aſs 


wrote Sephia, and other Novels, which are in great 


ſteem with the Admirers of Works of that Nature. 
Her Sbateſpear illuſtrated. conſiſts chiefly of Abſtracts 
from the Books from which he has taken the Plots 
of his Plays. It, however, fails not of giving Satit- 
faction to thoſe who are curious about every Thing 
bf Which 


7 
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which relates to chat gteat Author; She likewiſe 

wrote the Ladies Muſtum, and — de t 

Theatre. * 7 
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Mc. PILKINGTON. 


O N to the Rev. Mr. Maitherp Pilkington, 8 
the celebrated Mrs. Lætitia Pilkington. As this 

Gentleman has publiſhed an Account of his own ' 
Life, under the Title of the Memoirs of Jack-Liteh= 
left, we ſhall refer the Reader to it for Information, 
previouſly informing him, that the Author wins 
ene 9 ang and I" ILY; f 


N. R © LT. . e ee 
Ts een, Author of ſeveral Compiils 


ions, particularly of the Lives of the Refor« 
mers. . bas alſo wrote ſome poetieal Pieces. 
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Mr. R 1 R. 


THE Roy: Mr. William Rider is Aliant Mer 

to St. Pau s-School. He wrote an Engl 
Dictionary, dedicated to Mr. V. Pitt, which would, 
doubtleſs, have been much better received by the 
Public, if the great Mr. Jobnſon had not been be- 


ſorehand with him in that Taſk. His Hiſtory of 
| Eiland. 
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England has beers very well received by the Public, 


and is indeed wrote with great Accuracy and Eru- 
dition. Mr. Rider, as he underſtands the Saxon, 


Teretonic, Welſh, &c. has given in his Hiſtory ma- 
ny Particulars which have eſcaped Authors unac- 


* with thoſe * | 


Mr. MILLAR. 


Fire this Gentleman confines himſelf chiefly 

to tranſlating, he ſometimes aſſumes the Cha- 
racter of Author with Succeſs, His Tranſlation of 
the: Cours de 2 2 of the Abbot 2 is 
equally elegant and juſt ; nor are the Criticiſms he 
has added, inferior to thoſe of the original Author. 
His Tranſlation of the Letters of the celebrated 
Marchioneſs de &vigni is in a Stile as lf and fa- 
miliar as that of the Original. This Gentleman is 
Son to that Mr. Millar, who wrote the Humours of 
Oxford; and ſome other Plays and Poems. He has 
travelled a good deal, r been a Sea R 
before he commenced Author. 


Mr. NU GEN. 


R. Nugent is ſaid to have belonged to ſo 
Order in France. He has EA 


| many Books, from the French, among others, the 
Sp#r it, Laus, wrote by the celeb M. de Mon- 
er to en . er Bo Means done Juſtice. 


Mr. 
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T1 H Is Gentleman has publiſhed many Compiler 
tions and Tranſlations, which have been ap- 
r of by the 3 but he Hazwrrote RET 


ching ns? 
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Dr. HIFFERNAN. 
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pa Ware D. is a Native of tveland. 

He ng led Phyfic in France, where he reſided 
for ſeveral Years. He commenced Author in Dub 
lin, where that Buſineſs is leſs lucrative than any 
where elſe. When Dr. Lucas ſet up for Member of 
Parliament, he wrote a Paper 2 him, called 
the Tictler, which has been long ſince buried an 
Oblivion. Finding that he could not thrive as an 
Author in Dublin, he repaired to London, where he 
has found Means to procure a tolerable Subliſtence 


by tranſlating, re and pamphleteering. He 
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v rote a Farce the Choice, which! was actd at 
Covent-Garden Theatre, where i it had bur one Re- 
In >* 10 2014217 ei nichl 2145 
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VR 1 ee well based "oF medical 
and the literary World, is one of che moſt;pro- 
hfic Geniuſes of the Age. He is Author of the l- 


Jpeer, a periodical Paper, firlt printed in che Dai 
Advertiſer ; of _ xg, A i Treatiſe upon the 
a + % ” A 
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Art of acting, 8 Part Som the Freach ; of 


Hiſtory of Foffilsz and other Treatiſes upon Natural 
Hiſtory ; of the Nau, a Fare of Pamphlet upon 
the pernicious Conſequences of taking Snuff; and — 
Books and ts to iediaus to em 

This Gentleman had a Diſputeſ with Feedward t 
Player, who 'teok him off in zl Charakter of the 
Moc k-doctor. He has indeed been, mug pelied hy 
contemporary Authors, particularly by Mr. Smart, 
who wrote a ſatirical Poem againſt him, called the 
Hilliad ; wpod. which Mr: Mp wrote a Com- 
mentary, He has likewiſe treated the Doctor with 
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- Mr. ARC HEBA LOWER. 71% 
. Ius. 
1 H 1 8 e is Author of che Zak — 1 
Popes, and has been, if we may believe himſe 
Member of the Inquiſition at Ferme, Macerata and 
Rome. It has, . however, been aſſerted, that he 
herein only impoſed upon the Public; and this has 


occuſioned much ene « Which! nine Cl 
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2 Bower is a Native of Scotland. 
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Dr... AR HBURT ON. 


3 Author has by . tis: Merit raifed Kingſelf 
to the epiſcopal Dignity. His Divine Legaciol 
of Moſes is 2 Work of much Learning, anct has done 
at Setvice to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. Tbe 
ication to the Free-Thinkers is a ſevere Satire 
upon * Inconfiſtences of thoſe who aſſume that 
A Dr. Warburton has, beſides his Works 
à more ce Grits Kind, wow — upon the 
2 s\of Shakeſpear aud Mr. an Occupation 
— bh ara Perſons of, a ſevere; Try be 


per e ol his Function. 
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Laborious and judicious Compiler, - His 
Won are too voluminoug to be here enume- 
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Dr. LARDN ER. 


D* Lardner is 3: Perrin 
Writings ſufficiently pee that Learni not 


conſined to the Clergymen of the Chureh. 
„ - ine in 18 Volumes, 8. In this we meet with 
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Work is upon. the. Credibility , te 


the knotty Points that occur are .clecidated in the 
moſt ſatislactory Manner; the Charaſteri of the ſe⸗ 


voeral Fathers of the Church are drawn with the uts 


— recommend it — Eerie by yom | 

ks are more proper to 

dents in Divioity, 4s will hereift 2 

Information concerni Authors whoſe ritings 
they ſhould chiefly cg worm a be of 
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